
1

50p
at outlets

The magazine for Leadenham, Welbourn,
Brant Broughton and Stragglethorpe

VILLAGES3 and a
HAMLET

MARCH 2021

Delivered to 1000 homes in the four villages



2

3 Villages and a Hamlet
The magazine for Leadenham, Welbourn, Brant Broughton & Stragglethorpe

Editors: Hilary Proctor
Editorial office: 80 Main Road Leadenham LN5 0PE

01400 272835/279027 three
Advertising management: Pearl Scriven 01400 272090

ads3villages1hamlet@gmail.com
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 15th of the preceding month

Views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the publishers.
Also, the publishers reserve the right to edit any material submitted for whatever reason

Printed by Westgate Print

Contents Page

Cover picture by Nina McBeath

Avoiding scams 27
Bee friendly 26
Brain teaser 13
at Boarding school in 1945 10
Carbon capture project update 9
Childhood cliches 27
Easter at Welbourn 16
Editorial 3
Flower quiz 6
Gannets diary 33
Infant Mayhem 30
Leadenham PC report 17
Leadenham big Quiz answers .8
Library Times 32
Masterful English 28
Mangled English 34
Obituary John Maclean 12
Opinions –balance or bias? 25
Pleasure at Belton House 21
request for photos. 15
St chad’s 100 club draw February 7
staying in touch 4
Reading Group chat 7
Rector’s letter 23
Sweets quiz answers 8
travel assistance for vaccinations 6
walkers’ resources 14



3

From the Editorial Office - - - -
As I write, the outlook in these strange times is just beginning to look ever
so slightly more positive. Vaccinations against Covid-19 are on a roll, the
government is looking at a cautious lifting of some aspects of lock down
and the snow and frost have gone – well, the latter for the time being
maybe!

Have to say I found the organisation at The Meres (Grantham) when
attending for my first vaccination jab brilliant. It seems to me the reason it
works so efficiently could be due to the number of volunteers who are
marshalling, checking paperwork and cleaning down the vaccination area
between each patient.

But let’s face it, we are British and one thing we are good at is queuing
patiently and volunteering in a crisis - on many levels.

I think it’s time we told ourselves – well done. Let’s Keep Calm and Keep
Going!

And that is precisely what we are aiming to do with the Magazine.

We cannot thank those of you who are supporting us in sending items
for publication enough. Please keep it up. It is your magazine and
anything you send us will be most welcome.

Email to: threevillageseditorial@gmail.com

Post hand written items to: Three Villages Magazine, The Old Police
Station, 80 Main Road, Leadenham LN5 0PE

The next issue (April) will be celebrating Easter but you will find information
in this issue concerning access to Easter Celebrations and Services further
on in this issue.

Meanwhile – stay safe and well everyone.

Hilary Proctor
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USEFUL COMMUNICATION LINKS

Next Door Have all readers with a computer hooked up to the internet
discovered Nextdoor? Nextdoor is a very useful application which Is
designed to host internal community communications; eg, items for sale,
local news, being sociable, finding a good tradesman, moans and
grievances, lost pets, mis-delivered mail, public notices. if you haven’t yet
joined, please do. It’s free and very handy.

NKDC ADMIN NOTICES Have you signed up for NKDC’s public notice
service. it’s an easy way of staying up to date with those services
provided by NKDC: viz: brown bin licence renewals, ~`(topically) changes
to bin collection times, littering issues. {Roads are supported by LCC.}
One can register via the NKDC website. It’s a valuable resource.
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HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN THE
LAKE DISTRICT

Located on the edge of Keswick

5 mins walk to the town centre

sleeps up to 8 in 4 bedrooms

Very Competitive Prices

Fantastic mountain views throughout the house

Available all year round for short/weekly breaks

For brochure, prices and information:
Contact Richard or Jackie Nelstrop 01400 272482

BIO OVEN CLEAN
AGAs • Ranges • Hobs • Extractors

STEAM CLEANING

Washing Machines & Dishwashers

HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING

Driveways • Decking • Patios

CLEANED, TREATED AND ECO SEALANTS

Tel: 01522 779276
www.dcsclean.co.uk

To advertise in

“3 VILLAGES and a
HAMLET”

Please e-mail:
ads3villages1hamlet@gmail.com

For a list of charges

Sally & Jeremy Welcome All to

The Joiners Arms
High Street, Welbourn, LN5 0NH

01400 279356

Opening Times:
Mon-Thur: 4.30-8 Fri:12-2 & 4.30-10

Sat & Sun: 12-10
Traditional Home Cooked Food
Friday & Saturday 12-2 & 4.30-8

Sunday Lunches 12-2.30
Due to Covid-19 these times are subject to change

GoodBeer… Good Food…Good Company
We are a family and pet friendly pub
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A FLOWERS QUIZ

Can you solve these riddles? The answers are all flowers.

Exchange for money and then you can eat
Miss Langtry
Flower for riding a tandem?
Mrs Bucket ( pronounced Bouquet, please)
Shy girl at the dance
Popular and apt name for cows
Evaporated milk
Vermin on your hand
Sweep the floor with this
Edna’s favourite flower
This man is a shrub
Part of the eye
He loved his own reflec�on
It ought to have a Government health warning
Alterna�ve to young goat
Facial parts
Shrinking flower
Bulb for Miss Black
By any other name would smell as sweet
Cathedral peal
Part of the orchestra
Sounds like a lot of frogs with us
Colourful clanger
Did the shepherds watch these

(answers next month)

Travel to Vaccination Centres
If you can’t get to a vaccination site and are not classed as extremely
clinically vulnerable, there is a network of local voluntary car schemes that

could be an option to help get you there.

For more information call 0345 456 4474 or visit: https://lincsbus.info/
accessing-lincolnshire-transport/vcs/
Information from: Lincolnshire Resilience Forum
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Welbourn Reading Group – in limbo

It was on Monday, the 23rd April 2018, when it happened.

As we raised a glass to William Shakespeare, I announced that I would be writing
the book review each month. Fortunately, this took place in a room with real
people. Zoom had not been invented, otherwise ‘bossy boots’ could have been
deleted at the push of a button, (which appeared to happen to some parish
councillors in Cheshire).

Modern technology has passed me by, although I did see some Zoom action
recently. As I am in my daughter’s bubble. I spent a few days at Christmas in
Cheshire. “It is the office party on Wednesday 23rd,” she says. Office being the
shed in the garden. (See Magazine for December 2020). Wearing my new
Christmas jumper, plus antlers on my head, I attended the office party. It was
good, albeit very surreal. Nine others attended the party. When I say attended, it
was not in person but by Zoom. Someone had organised a pub quiz, another a
game of bingo. The bingo cards arrived via the photocopy machine. George
Orwell and 1984 springs to mind. Being a stranger to zoom, I sat with a question
mark on my head, not antlers.

Shakespeare and George Orwell have had a mention and that is as far as I go
regarding books. I have developed reader’s block. Writers get writer’s block,
therefore I have invented reader’s block. Perhaps someone from the reading
group would tell us about the books they have been reading during lockdown.
Unless that happens you could be reading about my life in lockdown 1939-45.
Ruth Burton.
(I think that would be very interesting, Ruth).
Liz Bull)

WELBOURN ST CHAD’S 100 CLUB REPORT

for February draw

No 42 John Francis £25

No 3 Phyllis Garner £10

No 60 Sally Geraghty £10

No 21 John Brealey £5
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LEADENHAM NEW YEAR QUIZ ANSWERS

Section 1 Section 2 Section 3

1. Fact 1. Ant and Dec North Carolina
2. Fiction 2. Delboy and Rodney South Carolina
3. Fact 3. Tom and Gerry North Dakota
4. Fact 4. Torvill and Dean South Dakota
5. Fiction 5. Wallace and Gromit New York
6. Fiction 6. Morecambe and Wise New Jersey
7. Fact 7. Scott and Charlene New Mexico
8. Fiction 8. Fry and Laurie New Hampshire
9. Fiction 9. French and Saunders West Virginia
10. Fact 10. The Two Ronnies Rhode Island

Section 4 Section 5
1. Katherine Parr 1. This author was

actually female
2. 1912 2. Snow White and the

Seven Dwarves
3. Royal Air Force 3. Charlie Chaplin
4. Lord Louis Mountbatten 4. The Louvre
5. Ken Livingstone 5. Campbell’s
6. It was sunk by the Royal Navy to avoid 6 Agatha Christie
it falling into enemy hands 7. Mary Poppins

7. Treetops in Kenya 8. Little Women
8. Macedonian 9. Baker Street
9. Tea-making facilities 10. The Bee Gees
10. Prunes

Know your sweets answers

1. Wobbly infants Jelly Babies
2. Edible fasteners Chocolate buttons
3. Sports of Princes Polo
4. Posh Address Quality Street
5. Big Cat’s Pub Lion Bar
6. Locals from Malta Maltesers
7. Tipple without teeth Wine gums
8. Talk quietly Whisper
9. Various alcohol grains Liquorice Allsorts
10. Ten Cent Pub Dime Bar
11. Songs Tunes
12. Carrier of dairy produce Milk Tray
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Plant for the Planet!
It’s been so fantastic to see such a positive response from across our villages to
the idea of planting trees and other green spaces. We’re having the initial get
together (virtually, of course) in the second half of February with the aim of
sharing some ideas and making plans for the year ahead.

Why plant?
There’s a range of reasons people want to be involved: to increase biodiversity
and reduce species decline; tackle climate change; prevent flooding and simply
that trees and nature make us smile!

What could we plant?
Wildflowers, hedgerows, trees - or allow areas to rewild.

Where can we plant?
This is where everyone can help. Do you know any pockets of land that might be
good areas to plant?

It’s possible to apply for free trees from the Woodland Trust. To be eligible, it
needs to be public land, the size of a tennis court or larger. However – we are
looking for all kinds of spaces.
Smaller areas could be planted with wildflowers or allowed to rewild. Private land
could be planted with trees.
And of course, don’t forget your own garden. Can you have a small area for
wildflowers or plant a tree, perhaps a small pond or water feature? We can offer
advice on these if you are interested.

How can you get involved with the group?
• Outdoors – we’ll need help preparing land, planting and ongoing care, mostly
over the summer and autumn.
• Planning – we will approach landowners such as councils, highways, schools
and secure funding by applying for grants, so please let us know if could help
with these tasks.

• Keeping in touch - It would be great to have the views of as many people as
possible, so sign up for our ‘Keep in touch’ newsletter and we’ll tell you about the
latest plans and progress in each village and ask for your feedback. In addition,
if you go ahead with anything in your own garden we’d like to know for our
records.

Next steps
1. Send us suggestions of land that might be used.
2. Sign up for the ‘Keep in touch’ newsletter.
3. Join the group, its early days, we’ve only had one initial get
together.

(Continues on next page.)
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Interested? Send your name, village and contact details to me,
Ann Broadbent
3 High Street Welbourn Tel. 01400 273363 email
broadbent@me.com

THE STARVERS

At considerable sacrifice by my parents, who were not well off, I was sent in 1945
to the ancient and posh boarding school of Winchester College, founded in 1490
by William of Wykeham.

The school motto was “Manners Maketh Mann”. Apart from the seventy scholars,
who lived in the historic buildings and wore a special uniform, the “Gentleman
Commoners” lived in ten different houses nearby with about forty men in each
house. We were always called men, never boys. We had a greater loyalty to our
house than to the school as a whole. My house, called Toyes, was known for being
good at sport but less intellectual than the other houses. We wore straw hats, each
with a different band, but no other uniform but, for the formal part of the day – a
tweed coat, and grey flannel trousers, a suit on Sundays with a waistcoat and a tie.

I suppose food was short in 1947 but my house had a “frugal lunch” each
Thursday, consisting of a piece of cheese and a banana. This was known as a
“Starvers”. As soon as lunch was over, most of us had to rush round to the tuck
shop to have two cream buns and an ice cream.

When I first joined the school in September 1945, I spent most of the afternoons
of my first week there picking potatoes on the golf course. It made my father
wonder what he was paying fees for but it was part of the school’s agricultural
project. Many years later, on holiday in Italy, I met a man called Tim Watt. It turned
out that we were in the same house in the same school, but he had left the term
before I arrived. It further turned out that he had been in charge of planting the
potatoes in the Spring of 1945 that I had been harvesting six months later.

Jeremy Ware (Brant Broughton)
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John Maclean

31/1/1961—20/1/2021
————————————————————————————————

—————-

It is with great sadness that I announce the death of my husband, John
Maclean. He was 59 years old.

John died on 20th January 2021 at Lincoln County Hospital. He went into
hospital on the 2nd December 2020 as a walk-in patient. John had
recently been diagnosed with Ulcerative Colitis and was having a flare up.
He was told that he needed an operation but, whilst waiting for the
operation, he contracted Covid 19. We had been careful as a family but
my husband caught this virus in hospital and not in the community.

John had his stoma operation on the day it was confirmed that he had
Covid 19. His health deteriorated and he was transferred to ICU on
Christmas Eve. He fought so hard to get well and come home. He was
fighting the Covid and trying to get over the stoma operation. Sadly, he
became very poorly and on New Year’s Day he was placed on a ventilator.
He finally lost his battle on 20th January 2021. He did everything he could
do to get well but it was all too much.

We moved to West House in April 1999 and we created a very loving
family home. John adored the Village and treasured all his friends and
village life. Home was his happiest place.

I, along with my children Rory and Tilly, thank you all for your love and
support over the last few weeks. People have been so kind and thoughtful
at this difficult time. Thank you for the cards, letters, food and gifts. They
have been a comfort and help.

I also want to thank you all for the prayers that have been said on our
behalf. This has been greatly appreciated by us and all of John’s family.

Thank you again.

Rachel Maclean
West House
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How did you get on?
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News for all walkers
Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks?

Walking in Lincolnshire www.walkinginlincs.co.uk is the website for
you!

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has
books of walks, contact details for all the walking groups in the
county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own or
with a group all the information is there in one place.

John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is
difficult to find. Walking in Lincolnshire (part of the Walking in
England suite of websites (www.walkinginengland.co.uk) – one for
each county in England) has brought it together in one place so
whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be
able to find a walk suitable for you’.

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of
suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk
to enjoy.

So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!

John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk

Photo by Fred Cooper
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The Navenby
Woodstove

Visit our showroom for all your
woodburning and multi-fuel stoves

requirements. We offer a complete stove
service, from friendly advice and the

supply of your stove through to arranging
fitting and providing flue pipe, spare parts,

fuel and accessories for your stove.

Local authorized dealer of Stovax,
Villager, Aarrow, Morso, Franco Belge

and other quality brands.

Contact us at:
The Old Glass Shop, Highfields,
High Dyke, Navenby, LN5 0AG

01522 811781
www.navenbywoodstove.co.uk

enquiries@navenbywoodstove.co.uk

Fabric • Upholstery Classes • Interiors

To arrange your bespoke visit to our
countryside studio in Brant

Broughton, contact Carol on;
Halliwellinteriors@gmail.com or on

01522 788360 or 07929 074345

Discover our Designer Fabrics
Bluebellgray, Voyage, Romo, Moon, Villa Nova, Ian Mankin,

Swaffer, Emily Bond, Kate Forman and more.

www.halliwellinteriors.co.uk

PHOTOS NEEDED

Leadenham Parish Council is calling all photographers!

Leadenham Parish Council’s new website is well under way. But we need
your help! The opening page has a picture banner, which was supplied with
the website…but we think it would be great to have some pictures from
around the parish to add to the site and we invite you to take a snap and
send it in.

The images need to be suitable to be cropped to fit the banner space. They
also need to be of a high resolution, 6000 x 4000 pixels. Have a look at the
banner to get an idea of the shape your image will be cropped to.
Homepage – Leadenham Parish Council (lincolnshire.gov.uk)

Ideally, we are looking for lovely views from around the village to celebrate
the beauty of Leadenham. Please don’t include people, as this creates
data protection/privacy issues. All pictures used will have a credit to the
photographer.



16

Celebrating Easter
In Welbourn

23rd March On the anniversary of the first lockdown, 23 March will be a day of
remembrance for all those who lost their lives to COVID. There will be one cross near the
Village Hall wrapped in netting. Anyone is invited to thread a ribbon into the netting as an act
of remembrance and love.

From 23rd March painted donkeys will be placed around the village. They are a symbol
of suffering and service. We have all experienced some of this during the pandemic. Most of the
donkeys will have a feedbag around their necks and there will be instructions on blackboards
explaining how you can participate.

1st April Yarn bombing in the area around Castle Hill. If you have been busy knitting,
crocheting, making pom-poms or hearts or anything, come along to decorate trees, gates,
railings any time after 4pm. The leaflet through letterboxes should explain all!

2nd April – 4th April There will be three crosses as is traditional for Easter. The centre cross will
be wrapped in netting. Anyone is invited to thread a daffodil into the netting. We hope that, by Easter
day, the cross will be covered in flowers as a symbol of new life and a celebration of life overcoming death
and the resurrection of Christ.

Organised by St Chad’s PCC
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LEADENHAM PARISH COUNCIL REPORT – January 2021.

NEW CLERK FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL.
Firstly, all the Councillors and staff at Leadenham Parish Council would like to
thank Hilary Proctor for all the hard work and dedication to the community that she
has given as Clerk to the Council for the last 25 years. Hilary has a wealth of
experience which will be missed.
The new clerk, Ruth Keillar, took office at the start of the year. Ruth has been a
clerk for around 6 years and is looking forward to getting to know the community.
Ruth lives in Coleby and is employed as clerk/RFO (responsible financial officer)
on a part-time basis.
There are new contact details to reach the clerk and Parish Council:
Email - leadenhamclerk@btinternet.com
Telephone – 01522 813821 (there is an answering machine as the phone isn’t manned full-
time).
NEW WEBSITE.

Parish Council websites are provided free of charge by Lincolnshire County
Council. They have recently re-vamped the sites and it is fair to say that there are
a few little ‘teething troubles’ whilst all the clerks get to grips with the new system.
Leadenham’s website is : Homepage – Leadenham Parish Council (lincolnshire.gov.uk)
It is still being updated and so please bear with us whilst this work continues.
MEETINGS.
Due to the ongoing Covid situation and following Government advice, Parish
Council meetings are currently held remotely via Zoom. It is likely that this
arrangement will continue for some time and in fact the advice is that remote
meetings or hybrid meetings, continue as ‘the new norm’. This is all new for many
of us and a few comical situations will probably occur for many Parish Council
Zoom meetings. We all enjoy seeing attendees’ dogs, cats and bookshelves,
giving a little insight into the interests of others!
Meetings continue to be held on the second Tuesday of the month, at 7.30pm. The
agenda is posted onto the website and the notice board and will have the Zoom
link included. You don’t need a Zoom account to join in, just click on the link and
follow the instructions.
PLAY AREA.
Government advice, at time of writing, is that Play areas may stay open during
lockdown. Residents using the Play area are asked to adhere to the latest
Government advice whilst using the area and to remember to keep sanitising/
washing hands after using equipment. The Parish Council is required to advise
that those using the Play area do so with the understanding that a previous user
may not clean the apparatus after use - be safe everyone!

Leadenham Parish Council.



All aspects of
Plumbing & Heating

40 years experience

Tel: 01673 866418 (home)
Mobile: 07809 130526

R Reynolds
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CARLTON ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LTD

8 Sands Lane, Carlton-le-Moorland, Lincoln, LN5 9HJ

Fully Qualified Electrician. Part P Reg’d

Domestic, Commercial,
Industrial & Agricultural

Inspection &Testing
Every job done promptly, safely & to customer

requirements

Phone/Fax 01522 789159
Mobile 07720 717548

Email; carlton.electrical@btinternet.com
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To advertise in

“3 VILLAGES and a
HAMLET”

Please e-mail:
ads3villages1hamlet@gmail.com

For a list of charges
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BILLY THE BRUSH
(B. North Decorating Services)

All aspects:
Interior & exterior, also paper hanging

Tel: 01522 530235
Mobile: 07734 063797

All aspects of tree surgery
Fruit pruning • Crown work • Dead wooding

Felling / dismantling
Hedge cutting • Stump grinding
Fully qualified and insured

01778 571993 / 07858465637

elderwoodtreecare@gmail.com

For a free no obligation quote, please call or email us

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY
Covid-19 Social distance

Compliant service
● Regulated & Insured
● Fixed fees - No VAT

● Legally qualified advisor
(Retired solicitor)

● Free initial consultation

01529 301972
LINCOLNSHIRE WILL COMPANY

Mobile: 07946 114955
Evening Tel: 01522

THE BOILER MAN
Servicing

Boiler Installation • Tank Installation

Garry Witherington

6 Moorland Close
Carlton-le-Moorland

Lincoln
LN5 9GL

CC
BB
SS Clarke's Boiler Services

Oil Fired Servicing
Repairs & Commissioning

Nick Clarke
Tel: 01476 569655
Mob: 07717 188599

To advertise in

“3 VILLAGES and a
HAMLET”

Please e-mail:
ads3villages1hamlet@gmail.com

For a list of charges
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LOCAL FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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PLEASURE AT BELTON HOUSE

When, for various reasons, I first applied to be a volunteer with the
National Trust at Belton House I declined the invitation to become a
Room Guide because I thought standing there for hours would be
boring. {How wrong I was! )

After enjoying some time as a buggy driver ferrying visitors about in
the grounds which enabled me to discover the comradeship of the
volunteer community and the general ethos of the way the House
operates in addition to becoming very familiar with the grounds and
the many interesting features and stories they embody, I eventually
applied to become a Room Guide in order to stay in the loop. Now I
am so glad I did:

After an initial vetting interview, I was allocated an experienced
mentor who showed me what is involved and watched me in action.
Room guiding involves being there to enhance visitors’ experience
by answering questions about the house and its history and
contents. If one takes this seriously, one can become a talking
encyclopaedia on two legs, with the added bonus of operating in

Belton House
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above-average surroundings. That for me was the pleasure and
reward for “just standing there”.

Since the House has its origins in the reign of Queen Elizabeth I and
was a family home for 11 generations of the same family for over 300
years and contains precious artefacts and works of art from each
generation, there is considerable scope for much to learn and know,
ranging from Collyweston slate to porcupine quills, not to mention
the Julian and Gregorian calendars and the nature and source of
lapis lazuli. Each room has its own treasures to extoll and exploit.
There are 17 rooms!

As part of my participation in the role, I have read some Plato, tried
to describe in French the purpose and use of a punt gun, taken
greater interest in Edward VIII’s abdication, discovered Marc
Brunel’s tunnel boring machine and learned a little about the
cloisonné process as well as coming to understand the development
of the English Country House. All against the wider background of
English history since the mid 16th century.

Mastery of who’s who in the family tree is very useful also. It’s not
a skill I have mastered but one guide I know can name them all from
their portraits, knowing exactly where he or she belongs in the story.
There are many portraits!

Using an on-line facility volunteers selected the days on which they
wished to participate and duly came in and find which room (or
rooms!) they were hosting that day. Such a system helped to
maintain one’s interest and mental agility and added to the fun of it
all.

Not every visitor wants a dissertation on each topic but some really
enjoy being entertained by new knowledge and a good story. One
has to pick one’s audience; not always successfully, I must admit, but
it’s tremendously enjoyable all round. Sadly, Covid has suppressed
all this. No-one yet knows whether this entertainment will be possible
in the future but one can hope. We are a very adaptable and
resilient species and history and bricks and mortar do not go away.

©Malcolm McBeath
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RECTOR’S LETTER

Dear All,

In the church calendar we are now in the season of Lent as we pick up our
crosses and walk with Jesus to the cross. At this time especially I am always
reminded of Mel Gibson's controversial film, ‘The Passion of Christ’ which
featured one powerful scene which portrays a bloodied and weakened Jesus, on
the way to crucifixion, falling beneath the weight of his cross before his mother
Mary. Through their shared pain and suffering Jesus looks up at his mother and
says, ‘behold, I make all things new’.
Mel Gibson is quoting Revelation 21:5, where the risen, glorified Christ speaks
from the throne of heaven, but his use of artistic licence reveals Gibson’s grasp
of the truth, Jesus is not a victim but the victor. The resurrected Christ changes
the cross from an instrument of torture into a symbol of victory. The victory of the
cross makes all things new.

Lent for many is seen as a time to be morose or to give things up that we crave
all the 40 days we do so. But I like to see it as a time for reflection, renewal and
space to grow my relationship with Jesus. One of the ways I do that is in prayer
and most of you will now have received the booklet which we have posted
through your doors just before Lent encouraging you to pray even if you’ve never
tried before. Why not give it a go – you never know what might happen.
Also there is an invite to ‘come and tie a ribbon on the church gates’
which will symbolise something different for everyone; maybe
remembrance, thanksgiving, hopefulness, or a certain prayer you
want God to hear.

As we walk through Lent with our eyes firmly fixed on the cross of Good Friday,
we can also get a glimpse of the empty tomb not too far in the distance. Through
the cross we enter into new life and a new relationship with God and with one
another. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the old order has
passed away and a new order, a new light, a new life, has come into the world.
God calls each one of us to share in this new life.
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The true meaning of Easter, the gift of new life, is so easily lost amongst the gifts
of chocolate eggs, bunches of flowers and pretty cards. The spiritual message of
Easter is often forgotten by the distraction of other matters going on in our world
at this time.

But during this time I urge you to take some time out, set aside some time for
spiritual reflection and prayer on the true meaning of Easter. Look beyond the
hype and pressures of commercialisation to the real message of this season. But
if you do, be warned, it could change your life. Jesus Christ is still making all
things new!

Rev Chris
01400 679081/ 07949870701

Our churches are still open for individual private prayer at this time so
please feel welcome to come and sit awhile: St Swithun’s - Thursdays
10-4pm / St Chad’s – Mondays 10-4pm/St Helen’s – Saturdays 10-4pm /
All Saint’s – Sundays 10-4pm

Regular services (online):
Tuesday (CW) and Friday (BCP) 10am – Morning Prayer
Wednesday 10.30am – Service of the Word
Sunday’s 10.30am – Holy Communion
BCP Communion 0900am – every third Sunday of the

month.
Easter Services – at the point of writing this we do not know what the
guidelines will be for Easter but rest assured we will be marking it as
normal whether that be online or in person so please keep an eye out for
the posters to let you know.

If you would like to join us for any of these services please contact
me and I can give you the link or talk you through – it’s not hard, I
promise and you can even join via the telephone.
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Opinions.

My Nanna always told me- "opinions are like farts, better kept to yourself."

Being young I never really got the magnitude of this statement and just how true it
is. Once "let go" there is no going back, and you're never really sure how it will be
received by others, or how long the memory of it will "linger". They're flippant
things, our opinions. We hand them out whether they are wanted or not.

Opinions can be relationship destroyers, I know couples who have been married
for 50 plus years and still won't talk politics with each other, for fear that their
opinions on the matter may ruin how each is seen by the other.

We can change our opinions, without explanation. Just changing them on a whim,
because it is our opinion and we can do what we want with it. We can also have
opinions on many things, things we don't even know anything about; And, we don't
let that ignorance make our opinions any less important or any less heard.

Opinions are our God given right and oh my, don't we like to share them. For a
devil's advocate like me, there is nothing more fun than spending time with
opinionated people, especially those with differing views. Whilst many have
struggled during Brexit, general elections and the X factor results. I have rubbed
my hands together and sharpened my poking stick, revelling in the steamy glasses
and red cheeks I have created.

Keeping in mind our latest political battles, it seems that, to some, that your
opinions can also rate your level of intelligence. Vote leave= you're stupid. Vote
conservative= you're a snob. Yet I know many people who are neither of these
things, that have done just that. We seem to think though, that anyone with a
differing opinion to ours is fair game and we are given the go ahead to then belittle
and ridicule them however we like; simply for not believing or agreeing with what
we want them to.

Now on the other side of the coin is acceptance. Acceptance is very underrated in
my eyes and we just don't talk about or do it enough. The peace it can bring to any
situation is truly beautiful. Acceptance has nothing to do with anyone other than
one’s self. Opinions must be projected, acceptance is completely internal. No-one
can argue your acceptance. No one can force you in to it. It would be a very hard
job to change your acceptance, if you have truly accepted something. Acceptance
cannot be shaken. So maybe we should all give acceptance a little more thought
and a try. Opinions are fun and we are, of course, all entitled to them. But before
you get riled by someone else’s opinion, maybe accept that we are all different.
We all have opinions, However, our opinions do not define the entirety of who we
are; if we simply accept the opinions of others, it does.

©Laura Pache

An apposite quote from Sir Winston Churchill:
“You have enemies? Good. That means you’ve stood up for something,
sometime in your life.”
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20 THINGS YOUR PARENTS SAID TO YOU WHEN YOU WERE
GROWING UP

1. Because I said so.
2. Wait and see.
3. Ask your Dad/Mum.
4. No pudding unless you finish your dinner
5. If someone asked you to jump off a cliff – would you?
6. I’ve told you a thousand times - - -
7. Say pardon – ‘not “what”.
8. What did your last slave die of?
9. You’ll take someone’s eye out with that.
10. It’ll all end in tears.
11. “I want” never gets.
12. Close the door –you weren’t born in a barn
13. Don’t sit so close to the TV – you’ll get square eyes
14. There is no such word as can’t.
15. Who is ‘she’; the cat’s mother?
16. Carrots make you see in the dark.
17. Eat your crusts. They make your hair curl.
18. Don’t make that face. If the wind changes, you’ll stay like that.
19. Do as I say, not as I do.
20. Back in my day - - -

RECENT ONLINE NOTE FROM ACTION FRAUD

We’re warning the public to be vigilant of unsolicited emails
promoting cryptocurrency (Bitcoin) investment opportunities.
We’ve received over 750 reports this week about Bitcoin-related
phishing emails that use fake celebrity endorsements to try and lure
victims into investment scams. The links in the emails lead to
fraudulent websites that are designed to steal your money, as well
as personal and financial

How you can protect yourself:
• Investment opportunities: Don’t be rushed into making an

investment. Remember, legitimate organisations will never
pressure you into making a transaction on the spot.

(Continues on next page.)
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• Seek advice first: Speak with a trusted friend or family
members, and seek independent professional advice before
making significant financial decisions.

• FCA register: Use the Financial Conduct Authority’s (FCA)
register to check if the company is regulated by the FCA. If
you deal with a firm (or individual) that isn’t regulated, you
may not be covered by the Financial Ombudsman Service
(FOS) if things go wrong and you lose your money.

• For more information about how to invest safely, please visit:
https://www.fca.org.uk/scamsmart

• Report suspicious emails: If you have received an email
which you’re not quite sure about, you can report it to the
Suspicious Email Reporting Service by forwarding the email
to - report@phishing.gov.uk

Copied from Action Fraud Feb 2020

WHEN INSULTS HAD CLASS

These glorious insults are from an era before the English language
got boiled down to 4 letter words:

1. “He had delusions of adequacy.” Walter Kerr

2. “He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I
admire.” Winston Churchill

3. “He has never been known to use a word that might send a
reader to the dictionary.” (William Faulkener about Ernest
Hemingway)

4. “Thank you for sending me a copy of your book; I’ll waste no
time reading it” Moses Hadas
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5. “He has no enemies but is intensely disliked by his friends.”
Oscar Wilde

6. “I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play:
bring a friend if you have one.” Bernard Shaw to Winston
Churchill

7. “Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second if there
is one.” Winston Churchill in response to Bernard Shaw

8. “He is a self-made man and worships his creator.” John
Bright

9. “He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in
others.” Samuel Johnson

10. “He is simply a shudder looking for a spine to run up.” Paul
Keating

11. “Why do you sit there looking like an envelope without an
address on it.” Mark Twain

12. “He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp posts: for
support rather than illumination” Andrew Lang (1844 –
1912)

13. He has Van Gogh’s ear for music.” Billy Wilder

14. “I’ve had a perfectly wonderful evening but I’m afraid this
wasn’t it.” Groucho Marx

15. “Yes, madam. I am drunk. You, however, are ugly but, in the
morning, I shall be sober.” Winston Churchill to a woman
at a party who had tried to reprove him for being drunk.

Sent by David Close



CLASS 5B – HARVEST FESTIVAL

Lindum Primary School was to attend their Annual Harvest
Festival Service at St Cuthbert's Church.
The service this year would be conducted by a visiting
pastor from the USA – Kentucky Joe.
Mr Woodhouse, Mrs Jones and Mrs Lovelock of the PTA
would help with the children alongside Headmistress
Margaret Hedley and Class Teacher Miss Karen Peterson.

“Come along, Miss Peterson, get those children in line now and
make sure they've got their coats on.” shouted Headmistress
Margaret Hedley to the now shaking young lady, cowering at
the open classroom door which housed the children of Class 5B.
“For goodness sake, it's blowing a gale and raining cats and
dogs out there. The parents will blame us if their little darlings
get soaked and get your own coat buttoned up correctly. I
sincerely hope you are not going out in those shoes? Ridiculous
high heels indeed. Have you no decorum!”
Turning her attention to pupils and the ‘Helpers’ she continues,

“Noooooooooo.... Everyone. Come away from the window!
Of course, there's not real cats and dogs falling from the sky.
Yes, I know that's what I said but it's only a manner of speech.
Oh dear, dear me!
Helpers and Miss Peterson – get your allotted children together.
Now! Pronto! Get into pairs.
Yes Thomas, we're taking all the fruit and vegetables with us.
Luckily Mr Neville, our Caretaker, has brought his van to take them in.
No, we can't all get in the van, there's not enough room for us all.
No, George of course we can't eat all the food to make room for us!
Come along now, we don't want to be late. We want to make a
good impression for our American visitor.
Yes, Bronco, Rawhide and Cody, you all do have cowboy
names, but I'm not sure your mothers ever went to the States,
probably only as far as the Odeon. Yes, you'll have to ask them.
Children, stop whooping!!
Mrs. Jones, not again, please, no sweeties - - -
Yes, maybe after the service you may give them some.
Oh, Whatever! Miss Peterson, if you've got nothing else to wear
you'll just have to totter along in those shoes, but don't come
running to me if you break a leg.
Mr Woodhouse, get the Munro twins off the desks and Mrs
Lovelock, please get into twos, the four of you are not going to



31

fit through the door.
Right, come along, let’s make a dash for it.

St Cuthbert's church was only a few hundred yards away
from the gates of Lindum Primary School, no great distance
at all but, there were still the inevitable moans and groans
from the children and even the helpers at having to exert
themselves and get a little wet in the process.

“Come along everyone, let’s get seated and please be quiet,
we're holding up the service.
Yes, Marigold you are quite correct, the last time we should
have been here was on St. George's Day, when the bats were
flying around in the church.
No, they've all gone now, well hidden away
That is correct Mrs. Lovelock, no need to get alarmed, yes I'm
quite sure and please don't upset the children.
Well, if you want to keep your hood up on your coat, that's up to you.
Mrs. Jones, what are Jack and Connor doing?
I don't care if it is keeping them quiet, put those comics away.
Yes, and what about Mr. Woodhouse?
He's given Tobias and Freddy what to read?
The Racing Times? To pick the winners for the 2.30 this afternoon!
Really, Mr Woodhouse! You say you would share the winnings
if their horses came in, well that's very generous of you but this
is not the place to do it.
Not you as well Mrs. Lovelock?
Please retrieve your lottery scratch cards from the children and
do them later.
Miss Peterson, where is Cheryl?
Cheryl Anderson.
It's no good just shaking your head. I can't hear you and for
goodness sake, tears again?
You boy, with your hand up - Thomas isn't it?
Oh, Cheryl's lost another tooth and it was bleeding and Miss
Peterson doesn't like blood and she went all funny. But where's
Cheryl now?
Oh, yes I see her. She's sat with her grandma over there. And I
do see all the blood around her mouth, in fact all over her face.
Yes Amy, she does look a little like a clown.
Miss Peterson, come, come, get up off the floor.
If it upsets you, I will collect Cheryl later and she can walk back with me.
Kylie! Sit down and stop shouting. Yes I know it's your Aunty
Patty over there and so does everyone else now.



Yes, that's good Mr Woodhouse, it is best to sit in between the
Munro twins to stop them fighting.
Miss Peterson, what is all that noise about with your charges?
Cody has said what?
That the pastor is a cheat and not real? Why?
Because he looks the same as the Reverend Thurgood in his
clothes and he's not wearing a cowboy hat?
Silly boy!
Yes, Mrs Jones, I suppose with his rugged looks he may
resemble Clint Eastwood.
Children just settle down, he was an actor on the television in
the olden days, yes, when your grannies were little girls, no
William, of course not as far back as the dinosaurs.

Now – Quiet Please!”.

To the delight of Mrs. Hedley, the morning went without
relatively smoothly without any major incident.
The children were entertained with the tales that Kentucky
Joe told them of his parish in America and they enjoyed it
even more when he gave them all sweetmeats after the
service. All the ladies in the congregation seemed to be
enthralled by his good looks, but Miss Peterson took it a step
further when she took the collection plate down the aisle to
him and one of her high heels got stuck in the open grid and
she fell into his open arms, much to everyone's amusement.
The only other minor misdemeanour was Mr Woodhouse's
loud snoring during the latter part of the service for which
he apologised, saying he had been awake most of the night
because Poppy, his Labradoodle dog had given birth to five
puppies, for which everyone sympathised with him.

MOBILE LIBRARY TIMES

Mobile stop
The Green
Welbourn

Day/time
Wednesdays
0945-1015

March
3rd and 31st
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Gannet’s Diary

I think it’s time “She” looked at improving her culinary skills!

I am so bored with what lands in my bowl every day. It all comes out of pouches,
not a proper cooked meal in sight. Her food doesn’t come out of pouches. She
spends ages messing about with food, using spoons and pans on top of the cooker
thing, creating wonderful smells, which she turns out onto a plate and eats it all
herself. None of it ever lands in my bowl.

Well ok – very, very occasionally she has put a few slivers of freshly cooked
chicken in my bowl while loudly stating how much this is her spoiling me. Huh!
Believe me there is nothing as wonderful as warm, moist, freshly cooked chicken.
Well, maybe smoked salmon is as good but with the chicken thing, I wait and wait,
wrapped in that warm cooking smell, all prompting my tummy to tell me it is empty
and well ready for that chicken to land in my bowl. But it lands on her plate not
mine.

But as you will know by now, I am not a cat to be disregarded. I am making my
point and so refusing to eat some of this pouch food. And it has worked! She is
buying me really posh food, still in pouches but it is amazing in both taste and
texture. I can’t get enough of it. “She” however is complaining that is costing an
arm and a leg. I don’t think that’s true though, as she still has both her arms and
legs.

We’ve had snow then. I hate snow. It makes doing my wee’s and poo’s each day
very challenging. It creates a double digging scenario. Dig through the snow to get
to the soil, then dig again to make a hole. Then I have to thrust my bum in through
the snow to perform. I don’t see you humans doing that out in the snow. You do
seem to enjoy throwing it at each other and building replicas of yourselves in it
though. Strange you are!

The ‘Demic’ is still here then. I’m doing as Doris man tells me and staying home,
on the window sill above a radiator – lovely and warm. Why is the radiator cold at
night though? “She” trots upstairs and huddles under a thick cloth thing, all nice
and warm, leaving me with no warm. But I’ve found a warm, snuggly, woolly thing
in another bedroom and have made it my night bed. “She” doesn’t know yet!

We have hair problems here at the moment. “She” complains that I am losing too
much of mine and so the noisy sucking thing comes out to ‘clear it up’. “She”
however, needs to lose a lot of her hair – a real tatty head she is!

©Hilary Proctor
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MANGLED ENGLISH

English is a rich, composite, very flexible language but it does have rules of
grammar, structure and spelling which are frequently ignored. Can you spot the
elementary errors in the following examples and re write them in proper
English?

1. The breaks on this car are very sensitive. it requires a lot of practise to
get used to them.

2. We don’t know who to blame for this situation: we have been given no
information.

3. This product contains no added sugar.
4. He tripped over the cat coming down the stairs.
5. “Senior managers were criticised for appointing a board with no

minority representation.”
6. “Lockdown means less accidents.”

If you are aware of these things, you will spot them everywhere. 5 and 6 above
are from current events. Try it!

‘Retread’

Now for something completely different:
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ABSOLUTE
INTERIORS

BESPOKE HAND FINISHED
Roman Blinds, Curtains, Pelmets, Swags & Tails
Tie-backs and cushions
Expert design advice with 15 years experience
Free quotation no obligation
Choose from my extensive range of fabrics
And trimmings or provide your own fabric
Curtain poles and track also available
With a fitting service if required

Local Navenby-based business
NATASHA TOULSON

01522 810710 07941 830420

Est. 1966

SERVISET
Aerials, TV and Satellite

Freeview, DAB, FM Aerials
Freesat and European Satellite

TV setup/problems including Smart TV
DVD/Bluray recording equipment and

TV wallmounting

www.serviset.co.uk
Call 01522 680479

3 VILLAGES and a HAMLET
Is delivered to 1000 homes in

Leadenham,Welbourn, Brant Broughton &
Stragglethorpe

And is sold at Leadenham Post Office, the Farm Shop, the Gulf Filling
Station, the OneStop in Navenby, the Old Forge in Brant Broughton

and Bassingham Post Office and Store

Classes held in Brant Broughton

Classes for girls and boys
from the age of 2½ yrs+ in:

For more information and to enrol please
contact 01400 273248

info@gemmashawschoolofdancing.co.uk
www.gemmashawschoolofdancing.co.uk

Ballet Tap Modern

(Certified Member of the British Ballet Organisation)
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Caythorpe & Ancaster Medical Practice 01400 272215
Bassingham Surgery 01522 788250
Cliff Villages Medical Practice (Navenby) 01522 811411
Police General Enquiries 0300 111 0300
Lincoln Police 01522 53222

882222
Library Service 01522 782010
Water Emergency, including water leak(24 hr) 03457 145 145
Electricity Emergency (24 hr) 105
Citizens Advice Bureau 08450 525252
Call Connect 0845 2343344
National Rail Enquiries 08457 484950
Traveline - local and multi mode 08706 082608
North Kesteven District Council 01529 414155
Lincolnshire County Council 01522 552222

Emergency - Police, Fire or Ambulance: Dial 999
Police - non urgent matters: dial 101
Non urgent medical matters: dial 111

POST BOX COLLECTION TIMES
Welbourn Post Office (Mon-Fri): 4:15. Sat 11:30 am

Leadenham High Street (Mon-Fri): 9:00 am. Sat 7:00 am
Brant Broughton High Street (Mon-Fri): 4 pm Sat 12 noon

Stragglethorpe (Mon-Fri) 4 pm. Sat 11am
Sunday & Bank Holiday: No collections

POST OFFICES
Leadenham: Mon - Fri 9am-1pm. 2pm-5:30pm. Sat 9am -12:30 pm

Welbourn: Mon - Fri 9am - 5:30 pm Sat 9am - 12:30pm
The Old Forge Brant Broughton- Outreach PO: Wednesday 9:30am-

12:30 pm

NEAREST RECYCLING CENTRE

Sleaford recycling centre (off the A17 Sleaford By Pass and East Road).
OPEN - Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday - 9am - 4 pm each day
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS with CONTACTS

BRANT BROUGHTON & STRAGGLETHORPE

ORGANISATION CONTACT POSITION TEL. NO.

St Helens Rev Christine Goldsmith Rector 01400 679081
Jennifer Harvey Church Warden 01400 273211

Wesleyan Reform Chapel

The Religious Society of Friends
Wendy Gwatkin 01400 273541

Heritage Room Wendy Gwatkin 01400 273541

Royal British Legion Colin Jackson 01400 272950

Parish Council Muriel George Chair 01400 275040
Lesley Frances Clerk
William Booth Tree Warden 01522 788784

“Three Villages and a Hamlet” magazine Editors 01400 272835
01400 279027

Primary School Elaine Bedford Head Teacher 01400 272929

Village Hall Dan Shaw Chairman 07730 760506

Cricket Club Paul Smith Secretary 01400 275114

Playing Field Laura Meredith Chair 07921 054974
Clare Fisher Treasurer 07912 648164

Brant Broughton Brownies Penny Taylor 01400 272586
Sue Coles 01400 272028

Bell Ringing Group Rowan Booth 01522 788784

Pre School Sally Harper Manager 01400 279061

BB Baby & Toddler Group Claire Fisher 07912 648164

Brant Broughton House Emma Hodson Head 01400 272929

NWR Mrs A Mumby Organiser 01400 272554

BRANT BROUGHTON PARISH WEBSITE:
https://brant-broughton-stragglethorpe.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS with CONTACTS

WELBOURN
ORGANISATION CONTACT POSITION TEL. NO.
St Chad’s Rev Christine Goldsmith Rector 01400 679081

Mrs Lynn Cartwright Church Warden 01400 279062
Parish Council Mr Robert Cross Chairman 01400 272796

Ms Sarah Brown Parish Clerk 01400 279185
Primary School Mrs Tracy Boulter Head 01400 272798
Pre School Mrs Harriet Thornalley 01400 279168
Sir William Robertson
Academy Mr Mark Guest Head 01400 272422
Village Hall Mrs Pauline Dales Booking Secretary 01400 272696
Gardeners’ Club Mrs Nina McBeath Lead 01400 279027
Three Villages and a Hamlet Magazine Editors 01400 272835

01400 279027
WKW Watch Mrs Marianne Overton Leader 01400 273323
Book Group Mrs Lizz Bull Co-ordinator 01400 273037
The Forge Mr Bill Goodhand Lead Co-ord 01400 272623
Covid Volunteer Group Alison Butler Co-ordinator 07377 219268
Parish Office Tel. No. 01400 279185
Website Administrator Mrs Maureen Lunn 01400 272978

WELBOURN PARISH WEBSITE: https://welbourn.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk

LEADENHAM
ORGANISATION CONTACT POSITION TEL. NO.
St Swithun’s Rev Christine Goldsmith Rector 01400 679081

Mrs Henrietta Reeve Church Warden 07889 540605
Parish Council Ms Mel Nelstrop Chair 01400 273849
Primary School Matthew Nicholson Head Teacher 01400 272202
Leadenham Hall 2000 Mr Richard Nelstrop Chairman 01400 272482

Booking Sec. 07740 395747
Mr Rob Law-Bregan Site Manager 01400 272778

Tennis Club Mrs Jackie Nelstop Secretary 01400 272482
Three Villages and a Hamlet Magazine Editors 01400 272835

01400 279027
Leadenham Players Mrs Hilary Proctor 01400 272835
Art Group Mrs Beryl Herbert Chair 01529 488403
Leadenhall All Weather Mr Andy Allen Chairman 01400 272605
Outdoor Bowls Club Mr J McClelland Secretary 01400 273757

LEADENHAM NEW WEBSITE: https://leadenham.parish.lincolnshire.gov.uk
(Work in progress)
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MP Dr Caroline Johnson (Sleaford office) 01529 306721

COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES:

District (Leadenham & Welbourn) and County Councillor:
Marianne Overton MBE 01400 273323(h)

cllrm.overton@lincolnshire.gov.uk 01522 552066 (Sec)

District (Leadenham & Welbourn) Councillor: Lucille Hagues
cllr_lucille_hagues@n-kesteven.gov.uk

District (Brant Broughton & Stragglethorpe) Councillors:

Christopher Spray: cllr_chris_spray@n-kesteven.gov.uk
Mary Louise Green: cllr_mary_green@n-kestevn’gov.uk

IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE

THE POLICE NON-EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER IS 101
THE NHS NON-EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBER IS 111

999 should be kept free for REAL EMERGENCIES

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE

See Page 32
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